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Abstract 

Transnational spaces refer to processes that cross international borders. Reading transnationalism 

is to read how the boundaries of the concept diaspora have changed with respect to globalization. 

South Asian Diaspora has always been emerged from trade and dispersal of people and in the 

decade of 1990s and onwards it has significant role in developing economy of homelands. But 

with the constant changing scenario of world, defining culture under the impact market captured 

economy is the new face of globalization. On the other hand, migrants are victim of being 

associated with threat and terror to the native population and at present the theory of 

transnationalism is at the crossroads despite its cosmopolitan engagements. This novel is a 

monologue of a Pakistani university lecturer Changez Khan, a self consciously transnational 

subject who migrates from Lahore to US in a quest of high paying job with H 1B Visa status. 

However, the realization of fundamental violence against the Muslim Other after post 9/11 

episode covers the major scenario of the novel. Changez navigates his role as an insider/outsider 

in America and traces the peripheral spaces in which Changez locates his sense of belonging. 

The novel questions the destiny of the displaced to always remain homeless.  Building the 

narrative around the terrorist attack on New York, Hamid’s contribution is a discourse on global 

capitalism. This discourse is but a basis for a deeper inquiry in to the notions of civic life and 

citizenship. Indeed, the treatment of Muslims after 9/11 in a continuation of anti-democratic 

practice of curtailing citizen’s civic rights. As Peter Morey says, post 9/11 era is increasing 

proposals to strip Muslims in Western nations of their citizenship in the event of their being 

connected to terrorism. This paper shows a concern with the issue of space and the Other in a 

global context in general and South Asian in particular.  
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Transnationalism is a recent picture of 

diaspora. It is portrayed as a new promise of 

diaspora towards development that goes 

hand in hand with globalization.  It is 

building trust with diaspora through 

initiatives such as expending dual 

citizenship, holding cultural events and 

providing services to those abroad and 

influence diasporas to invest in the 

homeland. Government is doing efforts to 

develop diaspora in to a national 

development project. In this context, the 

definition of diaspora serves its means. If an 

individual is uttering to participate in the 

development of a country they call home, 

then they are a member of a diaspora. The 

transnational migration is an “entry points to 

re-evaluate and re-narrate the migrants’ 

processes of settlement to address the 

dynamics, processes and practices that 

remained veiled in the established 

paradigms of migration scholarship” 
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(Triandafyllidou, 65). It especially 

incorporates the assimilation of immigrants 

in to the host country. When we talk about 

Indian diapsora, it naturally connects us to 

South Asian diaspora which has undergone a 

paradigmatic shift after 1990s. Majority of 

South Asian migrants entered western 

foreign lands to live a desired life of comfort 

in the last decade of 20th Century which is 

continued and since then a large number of 

Diaspora literature is available seeking 

identity, belonging and space in both home 

and host countries while interrogating 

nation, culture and language.  These ideas 

are an asset of diasporic discourse but these 

debates are questioning now, what this long 

development practice has taught us about the 

meaning and character of diaspora?  

South Asian Diaspora has been emerged 

from trade and dispersal of people, which 

has always been a face of development but 

after 9/11episode in the history of 21st 

Century world, the scenario has been 

noticeably changed. The migrants from 

Islamic identity are being associated with 

terror and threat to the native people and 

presently the theory of transnationalism is at 

the crossroads despite its cosmopolitan 

links. This paper thus tends to explore 

Mohsin Hamid’s novel The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist which brings to the fore the 

plea of Muslim community being treated as 

Other.  

“Deportation, curtailing of freedom, 

discrimination- the Muslim community will 

have to suffer until it gets its house in order” 

(Morey, 1).  These words are quoted by 

Morey from British novelist Martin Amis’ 

interview in 2006 about community 

relations in Britain and the threat from 

Muslims. The statement though mentions 

the sufferings of Muslim community, but 

also underlines their responsibility to check 

with in house problem.  

Peter Morey says that in the first decade of 

21st Century, Islamophobia has emerged as 

the dominant mode of prejudice in 

contemporary Western societies. In North 

America and across the nations of Europe  

concerns about “the Muslim problem are 

central to political debates and policies as 

part of the response to international 

conflicts, act of terrorism and state violence 

in the West itself” (Morey, 2)  The figure of 

“the Muslim” has come under increased 

scrutiny. Muslims and Islam have emerged 

as the focal point of anxieties about 

citizenship, loyalty and liberal criticism, 

intolerance and abuse.  

The Reluctant Fundamentalist is a novel that 

discomforts the reader and forces him or her 

to think about what lies behind the totalizing 

categories “East” and “West” “them and 

“Us” and so on. The novel tells the story of 

Changez, a young middle-class Pakistani 

who comes to study at a prestigious 

university in the US and who is then cherry-

picked for a high-flying job in Underwood 

Samson, a New York firm specializing in 

valuing companies for takeover. Changez at 

first identifies fully with his privileged new 

life serving global capitalism and most 

importantly, falls in love with the wealthy, 

beautiful, young, would-be novelist Erica, 

But Erica’s continued attachment with her 

dead lover stood between her friendship 

with Changez and it falls apart after 9/11 

when Changez finds himself adrift in an 

America seeing the reassuring cultural and 

national certainties of an older time and that 

becomes insular and unwelcoming. An 

epiphany caused by a talk with a left-wing 

Chilean publisher whose company Changez 

has been sent to evaluate for takeover, leads 

him to consider his own position in a 

scenario where sides are being chosen and 

so- with Erica having disappeared and 

possibly committed suicide- he returns to 

Pakistan and establishes himself as an anti-

American firebrand lecturer, a decision that 

may or may not have set a US agent on his 

tail. 
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Reading the story, the first hand experience 

makes it pretty clear that Changez’s Anti 

American sentiments result in 

fundamentalism. The Reluctant 

Fundamentalist “explores the conditions for 

alienation and active discrimination of 

Muslims after 9/11 linking it to global 

economic inequality and exploitation.  The 

works discusses the dramatic 9/11 event as 

an integral part of the novel and major 

turning point to personal transformation of 

the non-American” (Scott, 37). I suggest that 

Hamid’s background and direct encounter 

with Pakistani and American cultures alike 

enable him to form and express his relevant 

personal and collective criticism of America 

after 9/11.The novel directs us firmly 

towards the economic dimensions of the 

cultural and national inequality it describes. 

Changez describes the event during his 

admission to Princeton as one of a few 

overseas students, “We International 

students were sourced from around the 

globe, shifted not only by well-honed 

standardized tests but by painstakingly 

customized evolutions… until the best and 

the brightest of us had been identified…” 

(The Reluctant Fundamentalist, 4) 

Significantly, once employed by Underwood 

Samson, Changez finds that the creativity he 

has valued at Princeton has now, “ceded its 

primacy to efficiency” (TRF, 37) 

Changez soon realizes that things have 

changed for him dramatically after the 

events. The world is no longer the same 

place, neither is the perception of people 

with presumed Muslim background. 

Changez is searched at the airport, separated 

from his American colleagues and he elicits 

concerned looks when he boards the plane. 

He is both annoyed and upset by the change. 

“I flew to New York uncomfortable in my 

own face: I was aware of being under 

suspicion; I felt guilty; I tried therefore to be 

as nonchalant as possible; this naturally led 

to my becoming stiff and self-conscious”. 

(TRF, 86). Suddenly, Changez’s status has 

changed despite his education at prestigious 

university and his job for a renowned 

company. The change is well represented by 

the dialog with an officer after Changez’s 

arrival at the New York airport. 

“What is the purpose of your trip to 

the United States? She [the officer] 

asked me. I live here, I replied. That is 

not what I asked you, sir, she said. 

What is the purpose of your trip to the 

United States? Our exchange 

continued in much this fashion for 

several minutes. In the end I was 

dispatched for a secondary inspection 

in a room where I sat on a metal bench 

next to a tattooed man in handcuffs. 

My team did not wait for me; by the 

time I entered the customs hall they 

had already collected their stuff and 

left. As a consequence, I rode to 

Manhattan that evening very much 

alone. (TRF, 86)  

Changez also experiences a racist attack, 

which disconcerts him completely. He is 

attacked by a man who calls Changez 

fucking Arab and tries to pick a fight with 

him. The surprising and groundless 

confrontation just because of his race and 

appearance infuriates Changez to such an 

extent that he is considering using violence 

too. “I unlocked the boot, retrieving the tire 

iron from where it lay; the cold metal of its 

shaft rested hungrily in my hands, and I felt, 

at that moment, fully capable of wielding it 

with sufficient violence to shatter the bones 

of his skull. (TRF, 134) 

Changez’s boss Jim explains his role in 

terms that stitches up together evolution and 

economics to imply the inevitability of 

globalization. Throughout the text Changez 

himself is seen to invest in identities and 

status symbols that will secure his 

provisional and weak position as a migrant 

in America.  Changez’s families had to deal 

with a real thread of an impending armed 

conflict, arguably caused by the US foreign 
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policy. Changez tries to explain these 

feelings in the novel: 

“It will perhaps be odd for you [an 

American]- coming, as you do, from a 

country that has not fought a war on 

its soil in living memory, the rare 

sneak attack or terrorist outrage 

excepted- to imagine residing within 

commuting distance of a million or so 

hostile troops who could, at any 

moment, attempt a full-scale invasion. 

My brother cleaned his shotgun. One 

of my uncles stocked up on bottled 

water and canned food. Our part-time 

gardener was deployed with reserves.” 

(TRF, 144) 

It is this authenticity which gives Hamid 

advantages over western writers who try to 

deal with post 9/11 “Muslim” character. 

“Indeed, the treatment of Muslims after 9/11 

in a continuation of anti-democratic practice 

of curtailing citizen’s civic rights” 

(Mahmutovic, 2). From Princeton to 

Underwood Samson via fascination with 

small suits, high living and easy rich life, 

Changez in the first half of the novel is in 

thrill to what globalization has to offer him 

personally. he is an example of a well-

assimilated Muslim elite, a successful 

graduate of prestigious universities, working 

at the top levels of international finance, 

whose fall from grace is not expected and so 

easy to explain. The novel reflects on its 

own inevitable position as part of a world 

literary system that arguably trades in and 

profits from the stereotyping of Muslims. 

The self-consciousness at work in The 

Reluctant Fundamentalist is a product of its 

position as a commodity in a market. Yet, 

this is also a result of Hamid’s own status as 

a cosmopolitan author. Hamid writes in his 

non-fictional work Discontent and Its 

Civilization that over the past 15 years he 

had lived in three cities: Lahore, New York 

and London. He called and considered all 

three homes yet he had always felt himself a 

half-outsider. 

Claudia Perner, among others has noted how 

Hamid effectively accepted the role of 

mediator of Pakistan to the West in his 

frequent opinion pieces in Western 

newspaper. Producing articles written such 

as- “Pakistan must not to Abandoned 

(Guardian, Oct, 15, 2001) Pakistan’s silent 

majority is not to be feared (New York 

Times, March 27, 2007), and “Why do the 

Hate Us”? (Washington Post, July, 22, 

2007) 

Hamid has openly contributed to 

contemporary debates. He was part of 

educated and employed for many years in 

the US and Britain. His status gives him an 

authority to say such things boldly. The 

novel produced by a minority in the 

language of the majority culture of which 

he/she is also a part, argues against the 

stereotyped image representation Changez’s 

sense of identity fluctuates throughout the 

novel. From early endeavors to submerge 

his “Third World” sensibility and identity 

completely with the sleek world of global 

capitalism, he comes to observe that “My 

Pakistaniness was invisible, clocked by my 

suit, my expense account and most of all by 

my companions (TRF, 71). Changez 

consciously indulges in to the image of the 

‘fundamentalist’ that will be eagerly beamed 

around the world as the required mediated 

Muslim ‘type’ a sort of the self-Islamic 

Rage Boy, complete with beard, slogans and 

flag burning. It might be claimed that Hamid 

exposes the existing Islamic terrorist image 

which refuses an engagement with historical 

casualty for easier irrational religious zeal. 

After all, Changez picks out just a few of the 

myriad instances of us interference in the 

affairs of other nations.  

America’s interference with Vietnam, 

Korea, the Middle East, and Palestine, 

Afghanistan etc (TRF, 156) is a key to 

understand the protagonist’s 

fundamentalism. American’s declaration of 

“war on terror” after 9/11 sets a background 

to explain the theme of the novel which 
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questions the American’s suspicious look to 

every Muslim? As a writer he is sensible 

enough to observe the growing anger and 

fear in the world and he tries to address this 

issue without being biased. In Discontent 

and Its Civilization, he writes in another 

essay that “a country should be judged by 

how it treats its minorities” (DIC, 127) He 

admits that in Pakistan, religious minorities 

are look down upon, discriminated against, 

physically threatened and they are second 

class citizens in every sense. This is a bare 

fact, boldly articulated by a Muslim writer 

who agrees that if a toxic treatment is given 

to minorities, both groups (minority and 

majority) suffer from the denial of our 

common humanity.  

Hamid accepts globalization as a ‘brutal 

phenomenon’ that brings us mass 

displacement, wars, terrorism, unchecked 

financial capitalism, inequality and 

xenophobia but the only hope it gives is to 

be more free to invent oneself. Displacement 

offers a chance to be liberated and to be 

what we choose to be. “Such Journeys have 

convinced me that it is not always possible 

to restore one’s boundaries after they have 

been blurred and made permeable by a 

relationship: try as we might, we cannot 

reconstitute ourselves as the autonomous 

being we previously imagined ourselves to 

be.  Something of us is now outside and 

something of the outside in now with us 

(Hamid, 173-4) 

The narrative clearly suggests that 

Pakistanis are facing difficulties because 

Pakistan is engaged in the war on terror 

while at the same time being a victim of 

terror. Pakistan occurs as a recurrent subject 

in Hamid’s novels and therefore one might 

notice the author’s intention to protect 

Pakistan’s image on the international 

platform. At times he becomes defensive too 

especially when we read his novels whereas 

in his non-fictional works he appears much 

more reasonable.  

Thus, one of the key features of the 

contemporary critical and receptive context 

is the demand that writing by Muslim 

cultural background authors be 

representative. This approach, according to 

Peter Morey, creates what we might call a 

market for the Muslim. This means the text 

which articulates Muslims a minority 

problem receives sympathy from a large 

community of reader and if such a text exists 

it will be published, circulated, reviewed and 

critiqued. So the market for the Muslims has 

both aesthetic and economic diminutions. 

Such texts are seen as offering windows 

onto rare and exotic areas of minority 

experience in the West. Muslim authors 

have this privilege now to reveal hidden 

aspects of Muslim life and experience.  

 This is an impact of market-promoted 

globalization on literature. Today’s post 

colonial literature is actually a product of 

Western consumer demand. The Literature 

industry is careful about this fact that the 

Third world literature is salable and the 

books are published with this intention. In 

adopting the existing frame and satisfying 

the market for the Muslim writers run the 

risk of replicating the agendas of a presumed 

Western Consumer, who experts and 

receives confirmation about the superiority 

of his/ her own ways which is the legacy of 

colonialism and its contemporary offshoots.  

Engaging with literature in the age of new 

diaspora makes demand on both writer and 

reader. Working against the gain existing 

ways of reading texts also necessitates 

drawing the parameters of criticism and 

critique into the discussion. Peter Morey’s 

book argues in the end that as much as 

literary culture and its apparatus reproduce 

anti- Muslim prejudice in some of its value 

judgments, it does because it 

unconditionally join in  a view of itself as 

part of a western culture that is sealed off, 

unique and it is inferred- “superior”. “the 

phenomenon of anti- Muslim prejudice 

serves a useful purpose for Islamophobes in 
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screening out the tortuous results of decades 

of geopolitical meddling by the West across 

large swathes of the world where Muslims 

are in the majority” (Morey, 249) . 

The novel is almost by definition restrain of 

freedom against the narrow exclusivism of 

religion, whereas religion seeks to privilege 

one language above all others, one text 

above all others, one set of values above all 

others, the novel has always been above the 

ways in which different languages value and 

narratives of quarrel.  

The novel is a literary response to the 

Othering of Muslims. It was shortlisted for 

Britain’s most prestigious literary award the 

Man Booker prize in the year of its 

publication , has received many other praise, 

has been translated in to more than 20 

languages across the world and has made in 

to a successful Hollywood movie. 

Therefore, both novel and author could be 

said to be beneficiaries of the globalised 

book market. The book is noticeable for its 

bringing out unease about the status. It has a 

broader recognition of the imperialist 

agenda of a war on terror. Near the end “the 

protagonist Changez notes this dawning 

recognition that “finance was a primary 

mean by which the American empire 

executed its power” (TRF, 156). The novels 

sharp criticism of American materialists 

interest teas shape through for grounded 

awareness of the native of authorship and 

fiction making in a global market. “… 

America conducted itself in the world; your 

country’s constant interference in the affairs 

of others was insufferable. Vietnam, Korea, 

the straits of Taiwan, the Middle East and 

now Afghanistan: in each of the major 

conflicts and standfolds that ringed my 

mother continent of Asia, America played a 

central role” (TRF, 156).  

The novel thus explores the contradictions 

that follows debates in the world today but it 

also have different versions of interpretation. 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist boldly 

suggests the growing intolerance against the 

Muslim migrant others in the western 

countries, but the novel could not defend 

itself to be a face of Muslims and that 

challenges its status. In a transnational 

world, multiple voices are expected, for 

which this novels can be questioned.  
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