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Abstract 

Introduction: Jayanta Mahapatra is a major Indian English poet. He is the first Indian poet to 

win Sahitya Akademi Award for the English poem ‘Relationship’ is 1981. He is the author of 

such popular poems as Indian summer’ and ‘Hunger’, which are regarded as classics in modern 

Indian English literature. Mahapatra started writing poems after the independence of India. 

Themes of his poems are extensive, enchanting and express human experience, into structure of 

time and externity. He evokes “India is modalities ranging from stark but intense description to 

dream like webs of association. India whose image mirrors a poetic sensibility at once alienated 

from and inextricably rooted in her.  
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Mahapatra’s sensibility is essentially Indian. 

The secret of his success lies in not 

disowning his Indian inheritance and not 

falling a prey to what has been called a 

feeling of alienation. There is an 

unmistakable authenticity of tone and 

treatment in his work. His Indianness is seen 

at best in his poems about Orissa, where the 

local and the regional is raised to the level of 

the universal. Poverty, hunger and starvation 

have been chronic in India; they are the most 

significant fact of the life of the Indian 

masses. They also constitute major themes 

in Mahapatra’s poetry. The theme is studied 

from various angles and its different points 

of view, and varied nuances and poignant 

realities are brought out with intensity and 

credibility in ‘Hunger’, The whorehouse in a 

Calcutta street, and man his Night. These 

poems are also three different studies of 

male sexuality and the exploitation of 

women. Consciousness of the poverty and 

the suffering of the Indian masses, and of 

women as victims of male lust in a male 

dominated society, imparts to Mahapatra’s 

poetry a tragic pessimistic tone. Another 

major theme of Mahapatra’s poetry is 

human relationship, and these relations 

centre round sexual love, as in Lust The 

logic, and the whorehouse in a Calcutta 

street. Mahapatra’s’ poetry springs from his 

deep personal experiences.  

Summary: Poverty and Hunger are the bits 

motifs of Mahapatra’s poetry. In Hunger, the 

old fisher man forces his fifteen year old 

daughter to turn to prostitutions on account 

of extreme poverty and hunger. In 

‘Grandfather’, the poet tries to recreate and 

reenact the harrowing experience of his 

grandfather, Chintamani. Mahapatra, who 

compelled to convert to clenistinity an 

account of hunger and starvation during the 

famine.  

‘Dhauli’ is a sensitive account of the 

Kalinga war that wiped off thousands of 

lives to satiate a single individual’s hunger 
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for power. Mahapatra does not hail the 

power and military exploits of Ashoka. His 

sympathy reaches out instead to the 

vanquished and the dead who find 

nomention in Ashoka’s rock edicts.  

‘A country’ is one of Mahapatra’s more 

overtly political poems in which he suggests 

that suffering is universal, no matter what 

the social or the political order may be. This 

poem is replete with socio-economic and 

socio-political under tones. Extreme poverty 

and hunger, which engerders violence, is the 

thematic thrust of the poem as poverty is 

universal.  

The poem ‘Dhauli’ is elegiac in tone and 

speculation in style. The images of the foxes 

gnawing at the limp genitals of the soldiers 

is a powerful evocation of the limitations of 

male sexual power. Grandfather has certain 

parallels with hunger. In Hunger, the fisher 

man is forced to do what his conscience 

would hardly permit him initiate his 

daughter into prostitution. His conscience 

pricks him every time he lures customer for 

his fifteen year old daughter by throwing 

away words carelessly. The Hunger and 

starvation left no alternative to life except by 

converting to Christianity, which thousands 

of others too had done. It was the triumph of 

the body over the spirit. For Mahapatra, 

individual identity is the chief negotiating 

factor in the exploration of an emotional 

response to reality. Extreme poverty and 

hunger, which engenders violence, is the 

thematic thrust of the poem as poverty is 

universal. There is, however, no explicit 

critique of the political scenario where vast 

disparities exist between the rich and the 

poor, the haves and the have nots, where all 

protests against the exiting social order and 

brutally crushed. Mahapatra dreams of an 

equitable world order as he listens to the 

faraway wailing of Hyeres as aware of the 

dying countryside around them for the 

people are for tortured by hunger. It has 

been age old phenomenon the tale has been 

told again and again; it has now assumed 

mythical proportions. In his poems, 

Mahapatra talks of hunger that has been the 

fate of men down the ages. The alternative is 

prostitution, military conquest, conversion 

and bloody revolutions. But the hunger 

persists, this is the cause of the poet’s pain 

and anguish.  

Dawan at Puri is a poem of faith and doubt 

stranded on the vast seashore of Puri 

marking the funeral pyre burning, the black 

crows crowing, the holy skull lying on the 

sands, the widows queued up to the enter the 

great temple and the leper scrambling as 

nameless figures. Crows hunger scarcity, 

heat, dust and thirst, depravity and trouble. 

Nothing is certain here, everything but 

temporary and transitory. 

Hunger as a poem is a poem of not the 

hunger of the belly, but the hunger of the 

flesh and blood. What it startles us is this 

that a father can sell her daughter for money, 

that is a poor and old fisherman offering his 

teenage daughter and the author persona 

taking the privilege of the situation. Here the 

several desires of the poet come to the fore 

side by side it pictures the poor living 

conditions and hardworking of the sea 

farming poor folks like those of the 

fishermen and boatmen.  

Jayanta Mahapatra is not a poet whose 

poetry is pleasurable and joy giving and 

instead of taxes and way lays us. To read 
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him is not to feel free. There is very much of 

nothingness, existentialism, nihilism in him 

which but we know it not, the drama of the 

absurd. This life is waiting and keep for the 

turn of things.  

The poem Hunger by Jayanta Mahapatra, a 

well known poet from Orissa, India, depicts 

two kinds of hunger; one is the hunger of 

food and another is the hunger for sexual 

gratification.  

Grandfather is a poem reflecting nostalgia. 

The poet is bursting with questions as to 

why his grandfather embraced Christianity 

and to seek answers he turns to his long 

dead grandfather and his dairy, dairy which 

is stained yellow by the dye of time. In this 

poem Jayanta Mahapatra reveals the 

struggle of his wounded psyche to come out 

of its cocoon. The speaker is haunted by the 

invisible spirit of his grandfather a board 

that has helped him and his children to grow 

and move ahead. He asks his grandfather 

what were his conditions at that time how 

afraid and hungry he; how coward was he to 

leave his own family behind who stayed in 

the blurred part of his heart. Mahapatra 

seems to have grasped the intensity and 

dimension of the terrible crisis faced by 

grandfather.  

Conclusion: Thus Mahapatra has keener 

eye and a keener sensibility. He awakens the 

reader’s sensibility and also quickens, rouses 

and raises to dizzy heights of apprehension 

and leaves al-last becalmed, fulfilled and 

serene. 

Jayanta Mahapatra generally deals with the 

theme of hunger, human suffering, sex, 

sexual sordid realities of life at Orissa and 

Puri, subtle and complex personality. Indian 

sensibility, human frustration and 

disappointment, are the aspects for which 

many poems can be cited as apt examples. 

For examples the poem Hunger, the 

dramatic monologue unfolding the privation 

of a poor fisherman who drives his young 

daughter, into prostitution. Hunger for food 

merges with the hunger for sex as the 

narrator protagonist accepts the fisherman’s 

offer of his daughter. Thus, Mahapatra 

exposes the social reality and voices the 

utter helplessness through the image of a 

victim girl who is raped again in police 

station. Jayanta Mahapatra has richly used 

suggestive and startling imagery with the 

soul intension of exploring social realities 

and projecting Indian sensibility by all 

means in his poetic realm. 

Thus, we conclude that the pain and anguish 

is Mahapatra’s’ poetry comes out of his 

keen observation of hunger that stalks the 

land. This may be hunger for food, for sex 

or for power. But this is the hall mark of 

human nature and its fate. The poet achieves 

his eloquence through silence as  

I fell the hunger there, the other one, the fish 

slithering, turning inside.  

Hunger for food merges with the hunger for 

sex as the narrator protagonist accepts the 

fisher man’s offer of his daughter.  

Jayanta Mahapatra is a conscious observer 

of society, of tradition, custom, and of 

changing human behaviour in a fragmented 

world. He Projects the consequences of 

globalization, consumerism, and philosophy 

on the values of the Indian society. System 

and caste as well class discrimination have 

laid a crucial impact on the social construct 

initialing a search for identity. In his poems, 
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there is a prevailing note of irony and 

melancholy. Mahapatra portrays the facts 

related to sacred soil of Orissa, the reality is 

that he perceives around society. But his 

observation does not confine only to Orissa. 

His poetry represents the changing 

perspectives of the modern Indian society. 
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