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Abstract 

Bhagalpur district played a leading role in independence movement in Bihar than other district. 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad was beaten by lathi at Baheepur a village in Bhagalpur in year 1930 and 

the incident caused a wave of nationalism and people participated in congress programme. Due 

to stormy visit of Shri Krishna Singh and Shri Jaglal Chaudhary of congress was much popular 

in the District. Apart from the Gandhian members a large numbers of extremist groups were 

active in the district due to working area of socialist leader Mr. Jay Prakash Narayan.    
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Indian nationalists were angry 

that British Governor-General of India, 

Lord Linlithgow, in 1939 had brought India 

into the world war-II without consultation 

with them. The Quit India Movement, or 

the 'August Movement', was launched at 

the Bombay session of the All-

India Congress Committee by Mahatma 

Gandhi on 8 August 1942, demanding an 

end to British Rule in India. The proposal 

was endorsed after talks between the 

Congress and the British had failed. The 

“Quit India Resolution” or “Bharat 

Chhodo Andolan” was proposed in 

Wardha and ratified in the 

All India Congress Committee at Bombay 

on 8th August, 1942. Here a non-

violent mass struggle under the leadership 

of Mr. M. K. Gandhi was sanctioned. 

Gandhi, Nehru and many other eminent 

leaders of the Indian National Congress 

were arrested by the British Government 

before the onset of the movement on the 

basis of the letter of intimation wrote to the 

Viceroy. The news of arrest flared the 

movement in Bihar.  

BEGINNING OF THE MOVEMENT: A 

large procession was organized by the 

students of Bhagalpur district on 9th 

August, 1942 which moved throughout the 

town and made demonstrations before the 

courts. A meeting was held in the Lajpat 

Park in which people were asked to join 

the movement. Shri Kirti Narayan Singh, 

Shri Jamayet Singh, Shri Har Narain Jain 

and Shri Deonarayan Mishra took 

prominent part in organizing the movement. 

The movement on the first day was 

peaceful and non-violent in Bhagalpur*1. 

After incidence of Patna Secretariat firing, 

the rebellion conflagrated in the Bhagalpur 

District. In police firing at Rajendra 

Ashram, Naugachhia on a crowd Mr. 

Bhuvneshwar Prasad Mandal, Mr. Munshi 

Sahu was injured severely which made the 

people furious resulted into gathering of 

thousands of the people at the station and 

surroundings.  Shri Siaram Singh entered 

along with party workers in the Sultanganj 
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police station on August 13, 1942 and took 

under control and hoisted the National Flag. 

On the same day a lady congress worker 

Smt. Saraswati Devi of Hazaribagh district 

rescued at Nathnagar from the custody 

being brought to the Bhagalpur Central Jail. 

She delivered an exciting speech at Lajpat 

Park on August 14, 1942 and after that she 

with her companions were arrested while 

entering the Sub-divisional Officers Court 

and taken to Central Jail at Bhagalpur. The 

neighbouring railway stations i.e. Akbarpur, 

Sabour were wrecked and Tele-

communication was interrupted. The 

Commissioner of Bhagalpur in a report 

dated 14th August wrote as “a serious 

occurrence took place at Naugachhia and 

“take more stringent action to deal with the 

situation”. 

The arrest of Gandhiji and other prominent 

leaders excited the people and other hand 

the Patna Secretariat firing fueled the 

movement. Thus, whole Bihar including 

Bhagalpur district was burning in the flame 

of rebellions, destruction and disruption*2.  

PREGRESS OF THE MOVEMENT: 

The district of Bhagalpur played a heroic 

role in the Quit India Movement in Bihar. 

Sabotage and damage of government 

property was inevitable due to lack of 

guidance of the movement. However, 

different circulars, pamphlets, leaflets etc. 

were issued by the provincial congress 

committee, the district congress committee, 

the congress socialist party and the Subhash 

Party which guided the course of the 

movement.  

The circular no. 5, issued by Bihar 

Provincial Congress Committee, intensified 

the struggle. The circular contained the title 

“Do or Die” and following instructions: 

India’s struggle for freedom has begun. 

From now we consider ourselves 

independent and do not recognize the 

sovereignty of the British Government. So, 

we should not abide by the British 

Government. In order to gain success in our 

freedom struggle:  

What Should We Do? 

1. The teachers and students should leave 

the schools and the college. 

2. Lawyers and Mukhtar should stay away 

from attending the courts. 

3. The police, the military and the 

government servants should give up 

their government jobs. 

4. Factory workers, especially those 

employed in railways or at places 

where government articles are 

manufactured should cease to work and 

go on strike. 

5. Railway lines should be uprooted, large 

bridge should be pulled down, 

telegraph and telephone lines should be 

cut off and roads too should be as 

under. 

6. Courts and adalats, thanas and post 

offices should be brought under 

possession and tricolor flag be hoisted 

on them.  

7. Payment of chaukidari tax and other 

kinds of taxes should be stopped. 

8. Area of police and the military should 

be taken non-violently. 

9. The salt law should be disregarded by 

preparing salt. 

10. The kisan should stop payment of land 

rent, but a part of rent should be paid to 

those zamindars who co-operate with 
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us and simultaneously stop submitting 

toll and revenue to the government. 

11. The police and the military should 

neither charge with lathis or open fire. 

12. The police are our brethren. “The 

military are our own brethren” the 

“Hindu and the Muslims are 

brethren”, “India is Independent”, 

“Non-Violence is our Weapon”, such 

slogans should be shouted. 

13. We should do all such works in 

accordance with the principles of                      

non-violence so that the strength of the 

British Government is diminished and 

their laws are disregarded. 

14. We always should be non-violent. 

15. We should try to win more and more of 

the people sympathy. 

On August 12 mob attacked the BNW 

railway station at Bhagalpur and set fire to 

its building*1&3. Then the railway godown 

was looted and a military lorry burnt by the 

people. People of the district continued the 

destruction of railway property post offices 

and telephonic communication. Under the 

leadership of Shri Siaram Singh people of 

the Bhagalpur district many of the 

government property damaged specially 

railway lines, bridges, papers of post offices 

in Akbarnagar, Jhangira, Sultanganj. The 

Amarpur police station was raided by the 

people on August 14 and National flag 

hoisted on its building. On August 18, the 

police station was again raided at about 2 

PM by a mob of about 5000 people led by 

Shri Rajballabh Singh, Shri Giriraj Narayan 

Singh, Shri Santoshi Sharma and Sri 

Chunchun Kumar. The sub inspector of 

police was forced to wear Gandhi cap and 

shout National slogans. On August 25, 

1942 a Military force was sent to arrest Shri 

Siaram Singh but he could not be arrested. 

On September 4, 1942, a large number of 

prisons in the Bhagalpur Central Jail openly 

revolted against their authorities and killed 

two jail officers and warder. To suppress 

the revolt fire was opened killing 29 and 

injuring 87 persons*4. 

REPRESSION OF THE MOVEMENT: 

The British Government of India had 

decided to suppress the rebellion by hook or 

crook before it started in Bihar.                                 

By exercising the powers of Defense India 

Rule, 59A; Armed Forces (Special Powers) 

Ordinance 1942 and Collective Fines 

Ordinance repression started against the 

innocent people. The Government of Bihar 

issued notifications on August 9, 1942, 

declaring “All India Congress Committee 

and its all branches” illegal*5.  

Many of the newspapers banned and others 

were regulated with certain restrictions on 

publishing the news about the freedom 

struggle. The type-writing machine, 

cyclostyle machines printing machines 

were seized by the district authorities. In 

the Bhagalpur district the Harrowing tales 

of military atrocities and tyranny crossed all 

limits. On August 14 1942 the police 

opened fire at a crowd attacking the Goods 

Shed of Naugachhia railway Station which 

resulted in the death of Shri Munshi Sao s/o 

Shri Parmeshwar Sao of Naugachhia village 

and injuries to 3-4 persons. (From 

Superintendent of Police, Bhagalpur, to the 

SA to DIG, CID Bihar dated 23 Feb 

1953*6.  

In the evening of the 15th August 1942, Mr. 

Stokes S.P. opened fire on the people 

assembled in Lajpat Park, Bhagalpur as a 

result of which several persons were 
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injured. The repression of the movement 

was continuous. The incident at BENW 

Railway, Bhagalpur; Sultanganj Railway 

Station and a mob at Nathnagar crossing 

and Champanagar was a barbaric act of the 

police and military in which following 

innocent persons died due to the police 

firing. 

1.Shri Rameshwar  Sahu S/o Dhanna 

Sahu of Noorpur  

2.Shri Chulhai Momin S/o Shri Alhi 

Momin of Chmpanagar  

3.Shri bala Mandal S/o Shri Chandu 

Mandal of Sharsinghpur 

4.Shri Butan Manjhi S/o Shri Sanu 

Manjhi of Musahari 

5.Shri Meghu Tanti S/o Shri Butan tanti 

of Mirjugauri 

6.Shri Phagu Manjhi S/o Shri Sanu 

Manjhi of  Musahri 

7.Shri Parmeshwar Missir S/o Shri 

Chaturanan Missir of Raka  

On September 4, 1942, the political 

prisoners in the Bhagalpur Central Jail 

revolted set fire to the godown and the 

factory and killed two officers and a 

warder. The armed police opened fire 

killing 29 persons and injuring 87*7.  

About 1000 houses in the Bhagalpur district 

were burnt by the police and the military. In 

the first week of September 1942 

Sultanganj and Tilakpur were raided by the 

military under the guidance of Mr. Bllewitt 

and persons were arrested and were 

flogged. Shri Nirmal Jha, Shri Khusru 

Manjhi and Shri Biranchi Mandal were 

killed on being wrongly spotted as Shri 

Siaram Singh a noted congress leader of 

Bhagalpur district*8. 

The Government officers and military were 

frantically moving in the Bhagalpur District 

to check the movement. On the whole, the 

governments let loose a reign of terror on 

the revolutionaries in particular and people 

in general in the Bhagalpur district.  

ANALYSIS OF MASS UPSURGE: 

Nationwide mass upsurge in the movement 

and the repression by British Government 

the revolution subsided because the many 

of the top congress leaders and other 

prominent leaders were either arrested or 

went underground in abode to get some rest 

and respite. The pamphlets, leaflets new 

paper were in circulation for some times 

entitled like “This is the Time”, 

“Ordinance”, “Quit India”, “Faithless 

Dogs”, and series of AICC Instructions to 

people mainly adopting the non-violence 

activities.  

The underground revolutionaries in 

Bhagalpur district procured or looted the 

arms and ammunition and kept the rebellion 

activities against the Government. Shri 

Parshuram Singh in Banka a prominent 

rebellion became a symbol of people’s 

power that has given the shelters for 

absconders and terrorized the government 

and landlords (Manmath Nath Gupta, 

op.cit. P129). Shri  Siaram Singh in Bihpur 

organized a terrorist party as a reaction 

against the tyranny of the British 

Government (Chandra Shekhar Shastri 

op.cit. p 560). Shri Siaram Singh had a 

great caliber in organizing the people not 

only in Bhagalpur but expanded his 

activities to other districts of Monghyr, 

Purnia, Madhepura, etc. 

Babu Jaiprakash Narayan escape from 

Hajaribagh central Jail with his co-

associates on 9th November, 1942 fuelled 

the enthusiasm of revolutionaries. 
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Justifying the use of violence, Shri Jai 

Prakash Narayan argued that the Congress 

was bound by the Bombay resolution to 

fight aggression with violence.  Once 

British were named as an aggressor, there 

was every justification now to fight them 

with arms*9. The first letter of Shri Jay 

Prakash Narayan ”To  All Fighters for 

Freedom” was issued, the whole of Bihar 

welcomed it.  He also issued two pamphlets 

dealing with the organization of guerilla 

band and their training. He named the 

group as AZAD DASTA. In a district of 

average size 250 Azads might be organized 

into five Jathas with 50 Azads. Every 

member of the Dasta could use the title of 

AZAD as suffix to his surname*10. He 

exhorted the fighters of freedom to build up 

their organization and continue the fight for 

a year or ten years should make no 

difference to them. With a view to carrying 

forward the revolution as Babu Jai Prakash 

Narayan desired “forms thrilling chapter in 

the history of Indian Nationalism”*11. 

As a result of the Delhi decision 

(December1942) the Central Directorate of 

the AICC was formed and issued several 

leaflets containing instructions for the 

celebration of Independence Day on 

January 26, 1943. One of these leaflets in 

Hindi entitled “Do or Die” circulated in 

Bhagalpur District appealed to the people to 

enjoy the 26th January as Independence 

Day.  

Shri Siyaram Party had made vigorous 

preparation for the celebration. A leaflet 

with a picture depicting an awakening lion 

breaking the shackles was in circulation in 

Bhagalpur district. An appeal on this 

occasion was made by Shri Siaram Singh to 

the officers, soldiers, shop-keepers, students 

and farmers to make Independence Day 

successful*12. The counter parts of 

revolutionaries based in other districts near 

Bhagalpur was active sometimes but 

charges of dacoits, loot,  extortion in 

villages and rapes had been either murdered 

or arrested hence the activities of national 

movement came to an end in 1945*13. Shri 

Siaram Singh only had not been arrested 

but he switched over from violence to non-

violence.  

In short, the revolutionaries of Bihar failed 

to achieve much by way of results but by 

their acts of courage and defiance they kept 

alive the Quit India Movement much longer 

than it would have otherwise lasted. Even 

the partial success they had gained was 

insignificant. The British learnt the lesson 

that the Indian demand for freedom could 

not be ignored for long. This was the most 

important gift of the armed revolution in the 

Bhagalpur district made to the country’s 

march towards freedom. 

IMPACT OF THE MOVEMENT: The 

Quit India Movement made a deep 

impression on the Indians being in the 

various services including police, military. 

Many of the government employees 

resigned their posts. The Mahatma 

Gandhi’s 21 days fast in Jail also spread the 

agony running through out in Bihar. The 

‘fast’ produced considerable reactions. 

There were hartals in the shops of many 

Districts including Bhagalpur. Government 

policy in the matter of the fast accentuated 

the Anti-British feeling. In spite of the 

Government’s severe restrictions on the 

press, the news of Mahatma Gandhi’s fast 

predominated the editorials and news. The 

Quit India Movement in Bihar resulted in 

the increase in the influence of popularity, 
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prestige and influence of congress men in 

this province which resulted in to formation 

of a congress ministry in Bihar in 1946. 

The successive phases of the Quit India 

Movement make it quite apparent that 

Bhagalpur district played a highly 

significant role in it. The people were not 

silent spectators during the period of the 

movement. In fact, along with the other 

districts i.e. Monghyr, Purnia, etc. people 

rose in revolt against the British. The 

movement was although, suppressed but its 

impact was significant as well proved quite 

disastrous against the British ruler in the 

long run.  

Another effect of movement was that it had 

its deep impression on the constabularies 

and other government employee who 

ultimately joined the movement and 

resigned their posts. Other effect of this 

movement was that the people organized at 

villages and formed village panchyats. The 

rapid rise in the prestige of the congressmen 

who travelled in the villages before the 

uprisings and during the movement the 

ultimate result was the transfer of power 

from British to Indian hands which took 

place on the 15th August 1947, because 

British came to the conclusion that it was 

difficult to keep India under subjection.  
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