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Abstract 

Dhruba Hazarika is regarded as an outstanding writer in raising the voice of India’s north-east. 

The problems of North-East states have been put forward in his novels, detailing every part of 

the states from the common people to the nature and its beings, it is also a sociopolitical research 

encountering every phase of circumstances faced by the people during the troubled time, and not 

forgetting the condition that led to the struggle for power. The author's work has provided 

endless aspects to the vision of the readers giving new direction in seeing the undiscovered truth 

of Assam behind the text. The effort is made to bring in the concept of humanity and nature in 

connection with the author's work. The paper attempts to create awareness on the present 

developing scene of the world where changes have led to a life of turmoil and chaos due to its 

loss of connection with nature. This research puts an effort to understand various problems of 

North-East region existing both internally and externally, at the same time, preserving the beauty 

of the atmospheric places and showcasing the various heterogeneous culture. This is a study to 

explore and unveil the excruciating experiences of hill people in the context of violence and how 

they confront loss and suffering. 
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Dhruba Hazarika in Sons of Brahma brings 

out the best of Assam and its beauty. The 

state of Assam is famous for the production 

of the finest silk and tea in the country. The 

state is one of the most uniquely blessed 

being surrounded by hills, valleys and 

magnificent beauty of nature and wildlife, it 

also has many pilgrimages where people 

gather in huge crowds like the hilltop 

Kamakhya temple and the Umananda 

temple which sits on peacock island in the 

Brahmaputra river. Dhruba Hazarika  

 

through his novel portray to the readers a 

story of love, loss and suffering which is in 

fact an excruciating tale of everyday 

experiences in the state by hill people. 

 Hazarika's novel Sons of Brahma was 

written during the time of great tussle 

between militant separatist groups and the 

Indian government. The novel packs in all 

the elements of action and thriller that 

embraces a wealth of nuance, he talks about 

all the ill happenings in the small corners of 

Assam. In each page of the novel, the author 
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has marked the untold sufferings and chaos 

which happened during the time of the great 

unrest, he has marked pagers with incidents 

which very well mirrors the reality of human 

life. The most common problem faced by 

the people around the region was the clash 

of the powers. Dhruba Hazarika has made it 

possible to record the sufferings of the 

people through his novel which does justice 

to every inch of the struggle that the people 

had go through just to be in existence. The 

story revolves around a character named 

Jongom Hanse, who is more into the world 

of books and physics, is hand-picked by an 

inexorable rebel leader named Anjan 

Phukan, that day onwards his life is never 

the same, on his second meet with Anjan 

Phukan, they both get arrested without any 

warning and Anjan is shot dead by the 

police. Jongom is trapped between police 

and rebels who holds him responsible for 

their leaders’ death, running away from both 

the parties, he turned every rocks and 

streams of the land while trying to escape 

from the two powers i.e. the police and the 

rebels, he is trapped between the two powers 

and has no choice but to run away from both 

the parties for he has no assurance of his 

safety from both. Through his journey of 

escapism, the author has brought out the 

visual sights of the state Assam in a very 

creative manner. Hazarika explores the 

political and social issues of the states and 

how it affects the people. Politics has always 

been concerned about people living in a 

particular section or class like the state of 

Assam, it has always come to aid the social 

problems which contributed to the good as 

well as the bad side of the society. The 

protagonist has been a perfect example to 

portray the struggle of a common man who 

doesn't choose any sides and remains neutral 

to both the powers but is always seen as an 

enemy by both parties, victimizing him by 

suspicion and fear of the other party. 

The novel explicitly, contains the best of 

Hazarika's imagination and creativity 

putting into words the most authentic 

struggle of being the victim between two 

great powers, colliding for their own 

individual goals. It is a simple yet interesting 

as the author has made the common problem 

an interesting theme to be focused while the 

reader gets distracted through the chaotic 

tension brought upon the common man by 

the elite powers. Like a lotus plant budding 

into a beautiful flower among the swamp, 

the author has brought out beautiful themes 

of human life like true friendship, loyalty 

and love amid the humdrum of chaotic 

situation. The perfect image of true 

friendship is portrayed through the 

characters of Jongom Hanse and Pranab, 

their loyalty was their strength and they 

were ready to stand up for each other in any 

situation. Pranab gratified every 

responsibility as a true friend of Jongom, he 

stood with him throughout his race against 

the worse situation. 

Language and Narrative Style of the 

Author as a Tool to Articulate the 

‘Voice’: 

The novel is easily accessible for reading 

because of its simplicity in language, the 

author has written the novel incorporating 

the most complex themes into simple 

common language. By simple language, 

means books or written works which can be 

easily understood by common people 
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without having the high acquisition of 

vocabulary or knowledge. The novel Sons 

of Brahma by Dhruba Hazarika is set in the 

various parts of the state of Assam and the 

action takes place in July, the span of the 

story is less than a month. The actions of the 

novel take place from one side of Assam to 

the other side of it. The novel sets off with 

Jongom Hanse, the main protagonist, written 

in first person narrative. He starts off by 

describing his normal days spent in the 

university where out of the blue a guy 

approaches him, and the story takes its 

momentum. The writer has used his creative 

faculty to bring in the common man's life by 

incorporating the various themes of 

problems in the society. The plot of the story 

arouses in fast mode, the changes is 

frequent, and series of events takes place 

with a blink of an eye. Hazarika has made 

the effort to perfectly blend in the narrative 

technique of storytelling with descriptive 

faculty glorifying the beauty of Assam. 

The Significance of the Title Sons of 

Brahma: 

The most interesting part of the novel is its 

title 'Sons of Brahma', it attracts readers for 

the title itself has a greater meaning in it. 

When we talk about the novel, the title owns 

a considerable part in telling half of the 

story, Hazarika's books have always 

succeeded in getting attention of the readers 

because of its very title i.e. 'A Bowstring 

Winter' and 'Luck'. The setting of the novel 

is framed in Assam near the river of 

Brahmaputra (in Sanskrit 'son' means 

'Putra'), therefore the other name for 'Sons of 

Brahma' is 'Brahmaputra' itself. The two 

protagonist also play a vital role in giving 

justice to the title as  their fathers hold 

names as strong as Brahmaputra i.e. Jongom 

Hanse's father's name is Brahma and 

Pranab's father's name is Lohit (the other 

name for Brahmaputra), this can be proved 

when Tilak commented on Pranab saying, 

“your father has a strong name. As strong 

as the river itself… Lohitkalita, isn't it, 

Pranab? Lohit. The other name for 

Brahmaputra” (pg.142), and to Jongom 

saying “And your father, Jongom bhai? Is 

he also like Pranab's father? … is it not 

strange that two good friends like you two 

fathers who have the same name?” (pg.152).  

Therefore, they both can be called the sons 

of brahma, and since the story entirely 

revolves around these two characters and 

their whole journey of struggle is set around 

the river of Brahmaputra, the title is truly 

signified. Hazarika also talks about the river 

throughout the story portraying the 

wonderful life of the people and the glorious 

beauty of the huge river, it is a source of life 

and joy to the people as it provides them for 

their daily needs like water for the lands, 

food and means of transportation which 

makes life easier for them. The story 

develops to its climax as the protagonist and 

his friend Pranab travels through the wide 

range of the river Brahmaputra. The novel 

has notable degree of understanding the 

tension in the writer's mind, the title plays 

the key role in portraying the idea. Not only 

this, but many incidents in the novel sets in 

and around the river which justifies why the 

title ‘Sons of Brahma’ is so significant. 

Socio-Political Agitation of the State: 

There is no human society without 

problems, every human organization is filled 

with flaws. So is the state of Assam that 
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breathes in the atmosphere of serious 

problems which had disturbed the people 

and its functioning. There are not only few 

but many social and political issues 

unsolved till day. When we talk about 

society, we cannot separate politics from it, 

as society is a human and a political 

institution made up of different structures. 

Politics is the shadow of society, one cannot 

exist without the other, they both co-exist 

and work hand in hand as society and 

politics are the different sides of the same 

coin. So, politics effects every part of 

society as well as social problems effects the 

politics of the society, when a society is 

formed, politics automatically comes to 

solve the social issues. Every political issue 

deal with social issues, therefore politics and 

social issues are always connected to the 

other so sociopolitical issues are both deals 

with common problems of the people. 

 The biggest problem face by the state was 

of acceptance of the new government and 

the freedom of the independent lands. 

People were not properly educated about the 

working of the new government as well as 

their policies which created lots of turmoil 

and chaos between the people and the state. 

The problems in the state didn't pop out all 

of a sudden, it was a result of political and 

social unrest which has been building up for 

decades. 

 Issues of Immigrants: 

People who live in the same area belong to 

one tribal group sharing the same bond of 

identity, tradition and culture. And when this 

bond of community living is disturbed by 

some foreign culture, it becomes a political 

and as well as social issue. Assam being a 

state of diversity, is home to multiple tribes 

and the mainland people as well living and 

co-existing in harmony for many decades, 

had no problems until the issue of 

immigrants pop out. The Bangladeshi 

immigrant’s issue is the biggest problem of 

Assam as well as the whole of Northeast, 

after the partition of Hindustan into three 

separate countries namely India, Pakistan 

and East-Pakistan newly named as 

Bangladesh. People from Bangladesh were 

in the most devastating situation which force 

them to migrate from their homelands to 

survive and escape from the terrors of the 

broken country. The Bangladeshis also 

known as ‘miahs’ in the entire Northeastern 

area, begin to settle in the states doing 

different kinds of jobs, some even took 

citizenship and began to settle in huge 

population marking their own villages and 

areas in the state. They are taking control 

over the lands of the local and disturbing the 

economic distribution of wealth, due to the 

increasing population of this immigrants, the 

local people don't feel safe in their own 

lands and feel like they are the immigrants 

there. The novel by Dhruba Hazarika brings 

into light the problems which have not been 

focus by many Northeast writers i.e. the 

problems of immigrants. Alongside the plot 

of the novel, the author also narrates to us 

the disturbing issue of foreigners settling in 

the state of Assam. Through the experience 

of the characters in the novel, he comments 

on the discomfort of the people being 

affected by the issue of immigrants.  

“They were Miahs who had migrated from 

Mymensingh in East Pakistan or maybe 

after Bangladesh had gained independence 

in 1971. Most indigenous Assamese 
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considered them a race meant for labour 

work. It was a sort of apartheid that ran 

high in the valley. Yet the same Assamese 

did not object to their migration to Assam so 

long as it was done legally. It was the illegal 

entry into the valley, the thousands that 

came in every month upsetting the normal 

traditional flow that grated into the 

Assamese psyche.” (pg. 124-125) 

Through these lines, the author marks the 

pages of the novel with disturbing political 

and social issues of the state of Assam.  

Grievances, Suffering and Loss: 

Trapped between the two sides, the common 

man is the one who has to bear the load of 

the aggression and violence. History has 

always witnessed that common man is the 

easy victim of powerful people, and Assam 

is not an exception. Though the fight is 

between the government and the rebels, the 

common man are the victims from both the 

sides. People have to fulfill the demands of 

the government by not indulging with the 

rebels but, as the cultural duty to the land, 

they are bound to take the side of the rebels. 

The government were imposing heavy laws 

against the people due to the issue; the 

common man has to bear the torture and the 

suspicion of the government as well as help 

them in destroying the movement of their 

own people. On the other hand, the rebels 

are their own people fighting for the cause 

of the land without any financial support 

from anywhere, they depended on the 

common people for all their needs for 

keeping the struggle alive. So, the common 

people were the one who suffered the most 

during the course of the war. Talking about 

all these issues, the book Sons of Brahma 

has recreated the same struggle faced by the 

common people through the characters.  

Every character has their own story to tell 

and their stories reflect the common man's 

life caught between the two sides of the 

nation. The glimpse of the struggle and the 

pathetic life of the common man can be seen 

in the novel, the voice of the people is loud 

in the novel through the characters. 

Hazarika's main protagonist Jongom Hanse 

is a perfect example of a common man 

trapped between the two powers i.e. the 

police and the rebels. The police are of the 

suspicion that he is on the side with rebels 

and is helping them out and the rebels 

assumed that he helps the police in killing 

their leader, Anjan Phukan. His life took a 

completely different path after he gets 

entangled in the chaotic situation. He knows 

justifying himself is not the way out for he 

has no evidence to support himself. 

Therefore, he had no choice but to escape 

from both the sides and refuge himself away 

from home. Hazarika also brings into light 

the experience of the minor characters under 

the power of the rebels, the terror of living 

with fear of being tortured with pain, 

physically or mentally. The characters voice 

out the turmoil faced by each of them and 

how the violence impacted their personal 

life as well as their family life. Nilim 

Kumar, a police officer's sister was shot 

dead by the rebels while she was on her way 

to the doctor, their aim was Nilim Kumar 

and mistook the car in which she was 

traveling thinking he was the one and shot 

her dead on the spot. Another horrifying 

experience demonstrated in the novel is 

displayed through the life of Mahesh, son of 

Suren mama, he has gone the worse of life 
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under the hands of the rebels. His experience 

of turmoil was shared by his family 

members, 

“They tied Mahesh to the tree and beat him 

for days. They cut his thighs with knives and 

poured salt into the open portions. When he 

fainted, they pissed on his face, Suresh said. 

On the fourth day when he asked for water 

they made him drink his own urine mixed 

with a dog's Asha said… when they dropped 

him at the railway station seven days later 

we found him with his right leg broken and 

his testicles burnt with cigarette butts, 

Suresh said.” (pg.64) 

In every page of the novel, the author has 

delineated a tinge of his idea with regard to 

the everlasting beauty of Assam,  

“For all the terror and the fear that had 

entered each home, each hearth, there still 

remained this never-ending beauty in 

Assam. A beauty, I thought, worth fighting 

for. But not by killing. There's been enough 

killing. A beauty you respected by toiling 

hard. A beauty you caressed by finding 

dignity in every kind of work. It was your 

land and your universe.” (pg.167) “the 

highway stretched smoothly towards 

Kaziranga… it was the sort of beauty that 

took your breath away: the soft-green, 

almost golden distance from the highway 

across the open rice fields merging with the 

hills; the sky hovering like an angel over the 

trees; and the birds, from pelicans to storks 

to egrets, in search for food among the 

ferns, dotting the swampy landscape.” 

(pg.170)   

Each word of the passage narrates to us the 

tale of patriotism giving in the hopes of the 

land that is worth fighting for, without 

bloodshed. The author tells us of what he is 

willing to submit everything for i.e. the 

beauty, dignity and the wonderful land of 

Assam. He has not missed any part of 

Assam to be praised and appreciated.  

The Vignette of Kamakhya Temple: 

The temple is dedicated to mother goddess 

Kamakhya, it is among the ancient place and 

is said to be a pilgrimage destination for 

Hindus, tourist around the world comes to 

witness the beauty and the magnificent 

structure of the temple. The author brings 

out the image of the temple in much detailed 

manner that through his narration the readers 

can possibly imaging what the temple 

exactly looks like. Jongom Hanse and 

Pranab had the opportunity to visit the pith 

of the temple when they took refuge at 

Nilachal Hills, under the protection of Suren 

mama.  

“We went down now in a single file from a 

cottage, and then climbed up the marbled 

steps until we reached the main gate that led 

directly to the doomed structure that was the 

temple. It was a structure as ancient as 

history. Grey and cottugated, with circular 

rings tapering to a point, it was probably a 

hundred feet above the floor where we now 

stood. Beneath, until you reached the pool, 

was another sixty to seventy feet. I turned to 

Suresh and asked, 'They say the temple is 

more than five hundred years old. Is it true?' 

he smiled, enigmatically. 'Who knows? But 

it's been there ever since Xibo went crazy 

over Xoti's death.' It was a story as ancient 

as India, as old as Hinduism, a legend more 

real than otherwise a story of love and grief, 

of death and rebirth.” (pg.67) 

Orang National Park: Flora and Fauna: 
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 The Kaziranga Wildlife Sanctuary is one of 

the most famous wildlife sanctuaries in India 

which has help to save many species of flora 

and fauna. The park has many flora and 

fauna like the great Indian one-horned 

rhinoceros, elephants, tigers etc. Through 

the experience of characters, the authors 

gives the image of the surroundings, Orang 

National Park is the third place that Jongom 

Hanse and Pranab took refuge under the 

protection of Tilak (a close friend of 

Pranab), an elephant tamer. There, they 

witness the beauty of the park and how 

elephants are tamed and taken care, every 

elephant had their own personal name like 

Jamuna and Borosha as mention in the 

novel, and they were closely attached to the 

people who took care of them. The author 

brings out an image of Tilak bathing the 

elephants and taming them,  

 The author also mentions some of the other 

species recited in the park apart from 

Elephants, the existence of Tigers, Deers 

and Rhinos is brought into light when 

Jongom ask Tilak that do they sight tigers, 

Tilak replied by saying that, “We had 

nineteen on our last count. But most of them 

hang around in that island halfway across 

the river… They swim into this part of the 

jungle when food runs scarce there… when 

the water is low in winter. But now they 

seek out deer. We have over thousand deer 

in Orang. The figure keeps climbing.” 

(pg.133).  

 The Vast Sight of Brahmaputra: 

The novel exhibits the most ravishing part of 

the region. i.e. Brahmaputra, every naked 

eye is lost insight of the bluest river of 

Brahmaputra throughout the journey of the 

novel, the gift of life is said to be from this 

river. While some consider it divine, others 

consider it hellish, but nobody can deny its 

might and gracefulness. It gives and takes 

life and for some it is the only source of 

living. The author gives much importance in 

unveiling the captivating sights of the river, 

by bringing in the river as the center of the 

plot. Every action that takes place in the 

novel occurs in and around the horizon of 

Brahmaputra River. For the main 

protagonist Jongom Hanse and his loyal 

friend Pranab, Brahmaputra was the main 

route through which they travel and manage 

to reach their hide out place. Most of the 

common people's life of the region revolve 

around the Brahmaputra River, the river 

being the main source of traveling, they earn 

their living by carrying passengers from one 

side to the other on their boat. In the novel 

we see Hakim and his son named Rekib has 

spent half of their life on boat, traveling 

through the realms of Brahmaputra. He 

knows every nooks and corner of the river, 

they are so much attach with the river that 

it’s almost impossible for them to live apart 

from it, they prefer the wet land rather than 

the dry lands. They called themselves the 

boat people, who only take refuge in the 

world of water and has no attachment with 

the rest of the world. Hakim share his 

attachment to the life he lives by saying, 

“we are the dwellers of the boat, the boat 

people, babu. We cannot do without the 

boat. Babu, can you think of the elephant 

without its trunk or the woodpecker without 

its beak? Just so. Just so.” (pg.95) 

Intricacies of human relationships: 

Dhruba Hazarika unveils some of the 

universal themes like the theme of 
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friendship, loyalty and theme of humanity. 

He has made a completely different 

approach for writing novels by weaving in 

multiple themes in his works. The most 

important lesson being taught through the 

novel is the strong bond of friendship that 

makes us humans and loyalty which makes a 

man respectable. Jongom Hanse and Pranab 

represents the meaning of true friendship, 

the author through these two characters inks 

the true meaning of friendship and loyalty. 

They both share a strong bond and stood up 

for each other in any situation and never fail 

to support one another no matter how hard 

the trouble may be. Jongom Hanse was 

always there for Hanse in every walk of his 

life from the day they became friends, he 

sacrifices his comfort in order to give him 

comfort. In good times and bad times, he 

stood by his side like a pillar, this we know 

when Pranab said to him, 

“You helped me when I was down and out, 

when I was broken for that assignment in 

Nepal, when I needed your room for 

privacy, when you stayed awake night after 

night when the elections were held. All for 

me… And when the exams were on who was 

it who spent hours jotting down my notes for 

me? … it’s not just this give-and-take 

business, Jongom. It’s to do with something 

more than that. It's to do with my past-

Karmis feelings for you.” (pg. 52) 

Pranab kept in mind every struggle that he 

went through just for him and didn't fail to 

do the same when his life was filled with 

misery and had no hope to escape from it, it 

was Pranab who was faithful to him in his 

time of trouble. Pranab stood by him with 

every step he took, it was him who arrange 

place to stay when he was escaping and had 

nowhere else to go, he not only arranges but 

journeyed along with him living everything 

aside to make sure that Jongom is safe and 

secure and that no harm will come to him. 

These two characters i.e. Jongom Hanse and 

Pranab sets a perfect example of true 

friendship, through the trust that they had for 

one another and the loyalty they both gave 

to their friendship, they never failed to 

extend their hands towards each other for 

help whenever its needed and were true to 

each other through thick and thin. 

The various characters in the novel are true 

representation of humanity like Suren 

mama, Hakim and Tilak who never gave a 

second thought about helping others. They 

helped the main protagonist, Jongom Hanse 

and his friend Pranab throughout their hard 

times, displaying acts of kindness and 

loyalty towards them. The two friends were 

never treated as an outsider but were 

considered as one of their own. There are 

many incidences in the novel which brings 

out the theme of humanity, in every turn of 

the story we see humanity being showered 

upon the characters by helping them out in 

every possible way. The first person whom 

Pranab approach for help was Suren Sarma, 

a family priest of Pranab, who performs all 

their birth and death rites. He willingly 

agreed to help them and sheltered them 

without any question or suspects, he showed 

his kindness towards them and welcomed 

them to his humble home and fed them. The 

second person who helped them was Hakim, 

a boat man who lives in the realms of 

Brahmaputra. He was unaware of who they 

really were, but didn't refuse to help them, 

he sheltered them and fed them with all that 

he had. Tilak was another kind being who 
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willingly helped them in their times of need. 

He remembered the kindness that was 

shown towards him by Pranab and his 

father, they save him from dying, nurse him, 

fed him and helped regain his strength. He 

took the chance to helped them and repay a 

bit of what they have done for him. Jongom 

Hanse and Pranab, in every turn of their 

journey met someone new who happily 

helped them and treat them as their own.  

The major theme of the novel is indeed 

humanity encapsulated in various shells with 

diverse episodes of narratives of common 

men. The way virtues of humanity have 

been emphasized it only proclaims 

celebration of ‘being human’ which is the 

dire need of our time. Indeed, the novel is an 

expression of excruciating experience in the 

state due to socio-political turmoil, but the 

solution is to behave like humans and 

collective efforts. This is the creed which 

unite the people across the globe without 

any power politics, discrimination and 

violence so that people can live their lives 

on this beautiful planet beautifully. 
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