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Last of India’s “Golden Wings” 

- An elegy on the Death of Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam 

Nishtha Mishra 
D.Phil Scholar, Department of English and Modern European Languages, University Of Allahabad, (U.P.) India. 

 

As the golden bird lost its last treasured feather 

and wept among those that are left and faulty, 

it wondered how the sun can set upon the one 

who showed the dawn of India 2020. 

 

Born to the boat owning family of Rameshwaram, 

your eyes always searched for the stars. 

You sold those newspapers to support your family 

which were to sing your name in the future, to the Nations far. 

 

Making your way out of adversity, you stood firm 

like a banyan tree with aerial roots. 

You fathered inspiration, patriotism and the will to stand out 

into the whole generation of sleeping youth. 

 

People‟s president and not remaining a rubber stamp; 

the apostle of simplicity and Nation‟s Missile man; 

burning sun of inspiration; a storehouse of knowledge; 

fondly called “Kaka Kalam” by the lot of his children fans. 

 

The civil and defence areas often 

are shown to have separate ways. 

But with your Wings of Fire, you united 

both to the programs, where self-sufficiency of India lays. 

 

The first satellite launch vehicle program 

succeeded under your supervision at ISRO. 

Agni, Brahmos, ballistic missiles and self dependency of nuclear weapons, 

your Ignited Mind gave while working at DRDO. 

 

You united the two main divisions 

of Indian Educational system: biology and math 

in your Kalam-Raju coronary stent, 

proving to the world there‟s nothing that your Indomitable Spirit can‟t. 
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Scientist, philosopher and the President! 

Visiting Professor and the most inspirational author! 

Your life was that of a legend 

and you passed away without a single hater. 

 

The secular and non secular lot of the country 

finally united to mourn thee. 

Such a tsunami of engulfing grief 

never flooded the Nation since Mahatma Gandhi. 

 

True jewel of Modern India, 

who made our country stand on its feet. 

Among the developed Nations of the world, 

who raised our position to a dignified seat. 

 

The winds wail as they salute your grave 

wondering „if there will ever be another Kalam?‟ 

To this, the seeds spread by thy thoughts sprout up saying: 

“I am Kalam! I am Kalam!” 




