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Poems by

Jaydeep Sarangi, Calcutta, India

1. Live for My Daughter
Being part of the dream of my land

All | feel
Is loneliness and pain;
Private.
I’m red with their long glory,

Blue when hungry, the refugee, the child
labourer...

My random thoughts blow away
Old proverbs and idioms
With vibes of education.
The glass is broken today.

My daughter’s doll is sad
Someone has taken away her freedom
Even on a Sunny day.

It wouldn’t rain today!

Probably, she will write for me.

2. WRITING BACK

(FOR A DALIT WRITER IN WEST
BENGAL)

| am that long forgotten rickshaw puller
by the name of Modan ,
that sweeper boy by the name ‘kick-worthy’,
that angry dalit by the name of Jiban,

semi mad alcoholic by the name Gokaul,
that thief by the name of Bhagaban,

that dishonest by the identity of Agastya,
that writer by the name of Bangal —

all are me.

They all make me Manorajan of today
Who writes back
In words.

You read me with in text books.
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