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Entrapped

Seema P. Salgaonkar

Her age hardly six or seven

Her looks so tender and innocent
Catering to her younger brother’s needs
She acts like his mother indeed.

Engrossed feeding him icy coloured water,

The brother’s eyes filled with happiness and laughter.
Her eyes too full of desire for the same

But she is afraid of her mother’s indifferent mind frame.

She gathers the few droplets

Those sip in her palm

As the brother had finished and left

She licks her palm to get the rest.

Fearing her mother’s angry gaze

She runs after her brother to help him play.

Though of the same gender
Mother fails to hear her daughter’s voice
Alas! The hold of patriarchy is so strong
We are left with no choice.

But amongst the dark there is a hope
Only if we all pursue a common goal
Return her back her robbed childhood
She too has a right to breathe free.
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